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“The VIDYAVIHAR must strive for education that will not merely lead to

the intellectual development of the individual but will also make his life and



personality fuller and richer. It should aim not merely to develop his faculties
and talents but also to satisfy and fulfil his more important urges, ethical,
aesthetic and spiritual. It must, in short, strive for education that will develop
an integrated personality.

In its institutions, the Vidyavihar must never fail to emphasise the three
important aspects of education which are as important to the individual as to
the nation :—

(i Firstly, the moral foundations of our society have been rudely
shaken in recent years. Students hardly know what moral values are because
at home, in the society and in the world outside they do not see them. The
responsibility of schools and colleges therefore becomes all the greater to see
that students never lose sight of the fundamental values of life. Else, the future
of our nation would be in jeopardy.

(i)  Secondly, whereas English must continue to play an important role
both at national and inter-State levels and regional languages must have full
scope for unfettered development, Hindi — the common language that binds
people from the North to the South — must be developed. We must learn
not merely to live and work together but also to speak, think and discourse
together. Besides the national interests, interests of high scholarship also
demand that Hindi must be given its due importance.

(ii)  Thirdly, we must become a nation of able bodied men and women.
The jerks that we give in the name of physical training do no good to anyone.
We must wholly revitalise the system of physical education and help build

sound physique of our students.

| hope and trust that the Vidyavihar will never lose sight of these

essentials.”
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University Eduction in Prospect and REstrospect,’ ‘Sociological

Dimensions of Rural Development,” ‘Freedom struggle in Third World
countries,” ‘Contemporary Women Novelists,” ‘Indo-English Literature,’
‘Management of Chage’ and the ‘Silver Jubilee Conference of the Indian
Association of American Studies.’ 5<‘¢|I<:«\I °|')|'é\l d(’ﬁ@l'ﬂq °h|¢|°9h‘-i‘

UGl IRy IeAEHE a1 RS el M0 IME  FRISTETE
3MRhdd - The University of South Carolina (Spartanburgh), The
Breavard Community College, at Cocoa in Floria and the Waukesha County
Technical College in Wisconsin State. - A AHdg faemdeieh sre
ﬁﬁﬁfl?ﬁ Hehld (Academic collaboration).
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDER
SHRI KARAMSHI J. SOMAIYA
TO THE STUDENTS

My dear young students,

Welcome to the Institutions of the Vidyavihar.
Your finest hour is here

The future belongs to you.

Let us all zealously work together and

dedicate ourselves to build India of our dreams.

Remember,

Nothing was ever achieved without hard work.

Be bold but be not bowled over.

Let ‘truth’ and ‘duty’ be your watchwords.

Never despair in the face of setbacks.

Keep Courage and continue to work with Fortitude.
Have faith in yourselves and in the Almighty.
Strive for Your ‘goals’ and the ‘future’ is yours!
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To, The President,
Shri Giri Vanavasi Pragati Mandal,
BOMBAY.



Sir,

| had the privilege to attend along with my team of doctors and take active
part in the last two camps organised by your Mandal, one at Shamlaji, District
- Sabarkata, Gujarat in December 1975 and the other at Bagidora, District -
Banaswada, Rajasthan in December 1976.

Both the camps were organised in complete rural surroundings where
thousands of women got the advantage of the camps. All the doctors in the
team were highly impressed by the perfect arrangements made in creating
surgical facilities, operation theatres and temporary wards for the operated
cases and an excellent arrangement for the examination of daily out-patient
cases.

The arrangements made for the out-door examination and treatment was
highly appreciated by thousands of poor patients coming from distant villages.
The in-door operation theatre facilities including sterilization of surgical
instruments made it possible for the team of doctors to undertake even major
gynaecological operations by hundreds throughout the camp.

The post-operative nursing care of the patients was efficiently organised
from the point of view of the patients' comforts. Even the relatives who
accompanied the patients were offered facilities such as food etc. These
camps gave unlimited opportunities for rendering medical and operative
services to the poor rural women. We highly appreciate the untiring efforts
made by your Mandal in making the camps very successful. This has also
given an opportunity to carry our medical services to the very door steps of
the patients as is expected by our Government.

We look forward to offer our services to the future camps.

Yours faithfully,

(B. N. Purandare)
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Dear Mr. Somaiya,

You may recall that last January | visited your medical camp while | was
on a tour of Kutch. You very kindly received me and showed me around. In
the course of our conversation. It was suggested, | think primarily by Mr. G.
J. Mehta, that other commonwealth countries might follow India's example in
conducting Eye Camps or more generally Medical Camps. Some of the people
present said they were sure that a number of Indians, including people in
your organisation, would be glad to share their experiences and perhaps
even to donate their services in neighbouring commonwealth country. |
undertook to be in touch with the Commonwealth Secretary General about
this idea.

| have now had a helpful reply from Mr. Ramphal, the Commonwealth
Secretary General. He fully agrees with me about the value of the activities
in the medical field of such voluntary organisations as yours. He adds that
you and your colleagues deserve every congratulations. He says that there
are in fact many Eye Camps held in Commonwealth countries organised
mainly by Royal Commonwealth Society for the Blind. He enclosed a copy
of their annual report which | pass on to you here with. He suggests that you
may possibly like to contact the society, whose address is in the reports,
although he suspects that you already know them.

Mr. Ramphal continues that workshops and seminars over a wide
range of specialised medical and surgical fields are also held in a number of
commonwealth countries, sometimes on a regional basis. Some of them have

received support from the commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation.



The commonwealth Secretariat does what it can to encourage such activities,
the extent of professional involvement depending on the subject of the individual
workshop or seminar. Their Medical Adviser will bear in mind the kind offer
of you and your colleagues to share your experiences and possibly make
your services available should the opportunity arise.

I hope this reply may be of some interest to you. | am glad to learn that Eye
Camps are indeed held in other Commonwealth countries since | think there
is a great need for them and | was most impressed by what you showed me.

Yours sincerely,

(J. A. Thomson)
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The Deccan Sugar Technologists' Association (India)

Presidential Address of Shri Karamshi Jethabhai Somaiya
on the occasion of
The Fourteenth Annual Convention of the Association
held at
The Law College, Poona
at 10 a.m. on Friday, November 8th, 1957.

Hon'ble Shri Yeshwantravji, Distinguished Guests, Ladies & Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all, this fine morning at the 14th
Annual Convention of the Association. We are meeting in Poona for the fourth time
as this year we have not been fortunate in getting invitation from any of the Sugar
Factories. Being centrally situated, Poona has got natural preference over other
places. Moreover, it is a place of historical past where cultural, social and political
activities are in full swing.

We have always felt at home at the Law College premises. With the Vetal
Hills at the back, beautiful stretch of the Mutha valley in the front, streams rippling
away on the sides and mother nature full of abundant vegetation smiling to great
us all, this place provides a picturesque and quiet atmosphere and offers us the best

of the urban amenities in rural surroundings.

As a personification of the "Sangam" of the best of rural and urban life we
have amongst us as our Chief Guest, our ever popular Chief Minister who has
sprung from the rural areas and who is today responsible for the very able
Government we are having in our State. The Chief Ministership of the new
bilinguial Bombay State was a challenge to the calibre of any person and it is a
matter of great pride and pleasure to say that our Chief Minister has proved his
ability and ranks amongst the ablest in the country. To my mind, however, his
crowning quality is his courteousness, simplicity, unassuming nature and generosity
of heart. It is most befitting that when the progress of the country depends on



development of our villages we should have as the head of the State a man from
a rural area.

I welcome you, Sir, as our Chief Guest of honour and sincerely thank you for
having so kindly accepted this invitation in spite of your innumerable responsibilities.
I am aware that you have specially come down from Bombay to grace this occasion
and have to go back to Bombay tomorrow morning. This is an eloquent testimony
of your generosity and a keen interest in the progress of our Industry. I am sure you
will give a patient hearing and sympathetic consideration to some of the problems
I would like to mention in this address.

Sugar Export :

Last season's production touched 20.25 lakh tons which is an all time record.
Next season's production is expected to be around 22.5 lakh tons. As against this,
the consumption figure, though higher than last year, has shown a decline from
the estimates on account of very heavy excise duty imposed during the year and is
expected to be around 19.50 lakh tons. The consumption figure will not materially
change in the next season with the result that a surplus production of about 3 lakh
tons may be expected.

With these encouraging features we have last year emerged as an exporting
country. A quota of 2 lakh tons for export was announced against which a little over
1.50 lakh tons is expected to be exported. Chances of further exports at this moment
are slim, because the temporary spurt in the international sugar prices which went as
high as £ 70/- c.i.f., due amongst other reasons on account of the beet crop failure
in Europe and Suez crisis, is over and the prices are playing around £ 45 c.i.f. This
would mean an approximate realisation of Rs. 20/- per maund F.O.B. as against the
minimum realisation of Rs. 27/- per maund that must be paid to the manufacturer
taking into consideration the present cost structure of sugar manufacture, freights
and after allowing for the rebate of excise duty and cane cess. Thus there is a net
loss of Rs. 7/- per maund, i.e. as much as 25% which would work as a great
disincentive for the promotion of export. In face of grave foreign exchange crisis
and heavy production expected year after year the aspect of the cost of sugar
manufacture assumes major importance and is a challenge to all of us, whether
manufacturers, technicians or Government. In view of the very rigid and inflexible
cost structure I do not think much reduction on the cost is possible.

The challenge for export has to be faced equally by the State Governments,
Central Government and the Industry. In this connection I regret to note that State
Governments do not want to part with their local taxes, viz., Cane Cess and the



Sales Tax. It is an accepted principle that all the internal taxes on the goods for
export should be refundable. Application by the associations for exemption from
the above taxes has been in vain. The incidence of taxation on these two items in
Bombay State is Rs. 50/- per ton for Cane Cess and Rs. 25/- per ton for first-point
Sales Tax, totalling to Rs. 75/- per ton. Similar taxations exist in varying degrees
in other States. It must be realised that sugar meant for export is from the excess
production in the country. In other words, what the State Governments want to
retain is the additional revenue which normally they would not receive, Especially
when our sugar cannot face the international competition the State Governments
should feel it equally their duty to help promotion of export. If we are notable to
export sizable quantity there would be crisis in the Industry and a great slump in
the internal market. The result would be either the factories will restrict their
operations or there would be demand for reduction in cane prices. Either of the
cases would mean a grave loss to the Agriculturists and loss of taxation revenue to
the Governments I would, therefore, appeal to the State Governments to consider
the problem in the above light and permit exemptions from the local taxes on the
sugar meant for export. There are difficulties about the allocations between
different States, but given proper approach, a suitable formula can be easily
evolved. This step of State Governments will help a lot in earning foreign exchange
which is very badly needed presently.

Besides the exemptions from the State Taxes a bold and imaginative policy
for export is called for wherein all the interests concerned are taken into full
confidence and each one is allowed to do his bit. I personally oppose any Central
Agency taking over the sugar produced by the factories as it is bound to act
as a damper in the long run. It will be disastrous to the industry in general and
particularly the infant co-operative movement would be seriously handicapped.
According to me, the scheme envisaged should be such as would leave the incentive
in the hands of the manufacturer for production of better sugar. I am aware that
Government is fully alive to this situation and a scheme is on the anvil.

Economic Unit :

While on the subject I would like to repeat my last year's plea that treating
a 1,000 tons unit as an economic unit is a thing of the past if compared to the
world figures. Against our average production of 12,000 tons of sugar per factory
the average in Queensland is 47,000 tons, in Cuba 49,000 tons and in Phillipines
as high as 57,000 tons. The cost of production is bound to come down if the units
are made larger and according to me, 2,500 tons capacity should be considered
the minimum economic unit. Whatever be the accepted figure for the minimum



economic unit I feel it is the duty of both the Central and State Governments to
see that, whether it is a private enterprise or a Cooperative enterprise, the
minimum demands of the units are met with and that none of the units is starved.
I would also like to suggest that proper and equitable zonal distribution of
resources should be taken into consideration and unnecessary strain either on the
roads or on transport should be avoided.

New Factories :

One remarkable feature of this year is the starting of at least 4 new
cooperative factories besides the 3 that have already come into function. I would
like to wish all the factories a bright future. I am confident that the Co-operative
Movement in sugar factories in Bombay State is bound to be a great success. All
that is needed is a broader outlook and the need to forget petty rivalries and class
or political considerations.

Ethics :

Last year there was a heavy strain on the technical cadre in the industry
especially in Deccan. As against 14 existing factories 17 new are coming up. Both
the technicians and skilled hands have been found to leave their factories in the
middle of the season. I am greatly pained to have to remark that the unwritten code
of ethics that permeated through the industry all these years of not leaving any
factory during the season was broken. Better jobs are always awaiting a good
technician and they would certainly be available even after the season. As such, for
any immediate gain it is not fit and proper for a technician to spoil his career
by breaking the code that has been working to the mutual advantage of both the
factories and the technicians for so long.

Technical Institute:

This, however, cannot do away with the basic need of having more technicians
than are being trained today at Kanpur, the only Institute in the Country. And that
is why this year also I repeat my last year's pleas for the need of a fullfledged
institute in the State of Bombay.

I do not wish to elaborate my last year's remark about the need of a Central
Sugar Institute in the country with branches in at least two parts of the country, one
of which must be in the Bombay State in view of its expanding industry and its
special and fundamentally different climatic conditions. I may suggest that such an
litstitute in the State should also cover the activities of the Padegaon Farm. I am
fully aware of the present set up and the fact that Padegaon Institute is working



under the Central Sugar Cane Committee and that the State does not take much
direct interest. | feel that a re-orientation of this approach is called for.

I had last year tried to prove with figures that the results of the Deccan
Industry rank amongst the best in the world. With Farms attached to the Industry,
Factories take very keen interest on the technical aspects of both the Factory and
the field. It boasts of some of the best workers in the country. The results achieved
by them are mostly on account of the initiative of the individual managements
rather than that of any strong co-ordinated collaboration between the Research
Institutes at Kanpur or at Padegaon of the type that one would desire.

We feel that our problems arising out of the special features existing in this
part of the country are not properly understood by the single Institute that lies
far away. It is very rarely that we take much advantage of this Institute and
sometimes our problems are lost on them in view of the wide variety of problems
from other parts of the country. It is, therefore, very essential that we should have
an Institute that would cater to our specialised needs and requirements; an institute
that will also give us technicians who are trained in these requirements and who
can man our factories.

I am sure the whole of the Industry as well as the Technicians in Deccan will
very much welcome such an Institute and I on my part would assure all co-operation
from this Association to make such an institution rank amongst the premier
institutions in the world. All that we ask is a proper appreciation of our problems,
a full-fledged Institute to take care of them and sufficient voice in its working to
formulate its activities to suit our specific needs and requirements.

There is much that we are trying to do in our factories in a very crude
experimental way, what is already an established fact in other advanced countries.
I might refer to the Foliar Analysis or the Use of Minor Elements or Manuring
by Spraying or Irrigation by determining the moisture contents of the soil and
various other features. Today the use of radio active isotopes for the
determination of intake of the fertilisers is a very advanced science in some
other parts of the world whereas we have not even started on it. Manure is a
major item of cost of cane cultivation in Deccan, going as high as Rs. 600 / 700
per acre. If we are to properly determine the actual intake and requirements of
the plant by this specialised study, I am sure we can make at least 50% saving,
if not more. These and other aspects, which call for close collaboration with
research and practice can materially reduce the cost of production of cane



and incidentally the cost of sugar which is the challenge we are facing in our
country. I have particularly thought it necessary to eclaborate on this aspect
becatise I think my plea was lost last year. Our Chief Minister has a progressive
outlook and therefore cannot fail to be impressed by the basic soundness of our
requirements. I look upon him to induce the Centre to establish such an Institute
which was once under consideration.

Sugarcane Research Station, Padegaon:

The Silver Jubilee of the Sugarcane Station, Padegaon, will be celebrated
very shortly. On behalf of you all I congratulate the workers at Padegaon and wish
them great success. Their contribution to cane development in Deccan is very valuable
and the Industry owes them a great debt. This is all the more noteworthy as they are
working under a series of handicaps.

Success of the Deccan Industry rests entirely on its better quality of
sugarcane and better cultural practices in agriculture. It is, therefore, essential
that sugarcane research should be attached a paramount importance and the
workers given full scope.

Approach of the State Government to Padegaon station needs a fundamental
change. The station is treated just like any other administrative unit and the
Research Heads are changed in the same way as Civil Service personnel are
transferred from time to time. The field of work in research is entirely different
and such periodical transfer of the Head of research will only serve to disturb the
practical work that may have been appointed from time to time I would say that
each person has had his own approach and the extensive programme of research
laid by one specialist is not and cannot be taken up with same interest when a
new Specialist comes in his place. He lays out his own experiments when he
takes up office but has insufficient time to arrive at sufficient results. Research in
a particular field is the work of a life time and cannot just be taken up for a
limited period for which he is to be in charge. In Agriculture generally or for
that matter in any field results come after years of patient observation. I would,
therefore, strongly urge that Sugarcane Specialist, whoever he might be, should
not be changed periodically. Full opportunity and enough time should be given to
each one of them to complete the work planned by him.

I understand that before any research work is taken up the scheme is drawn up
which may be for a period of 3-5 years and is formally sanctioned by the Central
Sugarcane Committee. The persons employed to work in the scheme are required



till the completion of the scheme. No doubt they are absorbed in future schemes
that may be evolved from time to time.

Some of the basis amenities are also lacking for these workers. There is no
colony life for them, the quarters allotted to them are in poor condition and
scattered all over. Transport facility also is denied to the Specialist in absence of
which it is difficult to visit various farms and places to have an on-the-spot study.
This is bound to affect efficiency.

Coming to the research programme I have already referred passingly to some
of the most advanced fields of research taken abroad. They are no longer in the
field of research but have found practical applications and the cultural practices are
based on them. For example, foliar diagnosis and radio active isotope determine
the total quantity of manure required for a crop. The moisture content in the soil
determines the need of irrigation, etc. Sciences are trying to be exact and the
empirical aspects is fast changing. At Padegaon we have not yet started research
on any of these sciences. Fortunately, we have a complete data of work done
already abroad and we will not have to cover any new ground. The equipment and
the resultant programme thercon are required. Today in absence of this, Padegaon
has still to do same analysis with NPK and compost or no-compost series, or
continue its research programme on 450 lbs. Nitrogen in the proportion of 2 organic
and one inorganic, etc.

What is, therefore, wanted is a permanent band of research workers devoted
to the advancement of cane cultivation, provided with proper living facilities
and who are given full scope both by way of finance and equipment to carry out
their allotted task. Industry is directly affected by the achievement and results,
and it is therefore in the fitness of things that it should be given active voice and
participation in all its activities.

I am pained to learn that even funds for the proper celebration of the Jubilee
and ushering in a new programme of research to mark the occasion are also lacking.
When Deccan Industry pays annually as much as over Eleven million rupees
(Rs. 1,10,00,000/-) as Cane Cess and would be paying twice that sum in a few
years, a Cess meant for cane development, it is regrettable that its main research
Station is starved of equipments and grants. [ would, therefore, urge that Government
of Bombay should earmark a definite percentage of its Cess income for the purpose
of Padegaon Station. As far as the Jubilee is concerned, I would submit that
Government should mark the occasion by giving some grants to start new research



programme with uptodate equipment on most advanced lines. Capital grants, if not
more, of at least 1% of one year's cane cess realisation should be given. The money
spent will not have been wasted as it is bound to benefit the State many more times
by way of additional revenue.

With this new approach and more grants, Padegaon should become a
fullfledged permanent Research Institution. In view of the concentration of
Industry in Ahmednagar District one more Research Farm under Padegaon can be
established with advantage in Kopergaon Taluka.

It is a welcome feature of recent years that Padegaon lays out same
experiments at different factories and assesses the results under different climatic
and soil conditions. Factories co-operate to the maximum and I hope that this co-
ordination would be carried to its ultimate extent so that each factory can be a living
research branch of the main Research Station at Padegaon.

PRACTICAL HANDICAPS :
There are some important practical handicaps which need to be removed for
better working of the Industry and I would briefly like to mention them here.

Molasses : The problem of major magnitude that comes foremost in my
mind is that of molasses disposal. I would only like to repeat my last year's
remarks which still hold good in a greater measure this year. "The molasses
problem as a whole has been grossly mishandled for the last many years. This
year it has reached breaking point and hardly any molasses has been lifted from
any of the sugar factories. It would be a problem to store the molasses of the
next season. Even permission to throw it away or destroy it has been refused."
This story is repeated again this year. Some factories have stocks of last 3
seasons and are at their wit's end what to do with them. Permission for destruction
by burning has been lately received but it has no practical importance. It is
hoped that for the next year permission to throw molasses in flood water will
be received well in advance.

Fertilisers : The increase in the price of Ammonium sulphate and the very
recent removal of total duty on export of oil cake are the disturbing features. The
Industry and the Agriculturists have been consuming Ammonium sulphate for
over two decades, long before Government of India thought it necessary to start a
campaign for utilisation of inorganic manures. Today we are faced with great
shortage which will have very serious effect on the crop and the country would



loose more by way of indirect disadvantage than by spending foreign exchange on
import of sufficient quantity of manures. Further the State monopoly in Inorganic
Manures is causing great handicaps especially because there are imparte increases
in its price from time to time, a feature that would never have been permitted to
any private enterprise. As if to aggravate the situation Central Government
recently has thought fit to remove totally the export duty of Rs. 230/- per ton
on expeller cake and Rs. 50/- per ton on deviled cake. The result has been that the
price of oil cake, which is the most important manure used for cane cultivation,
has shot up by about 25%. I can speak with authority that the extra foreign
exchange earned by export of oil cake will not compensate for the indirect loss of
the crops and the exportable sugar, especially in view of the huge shortage of
ammonium sulphate expected during the next few years. This removal of export
duty is most untimely.

Roads : The condition of roads in the factory areas is very bad. The strain
of 1,000 carts coming and going, i.e. 2,000 carts a day loaded to overflowing
capacity on the roads can be appreciated only by seeing them at site. It is an
awful state to see a bullock break down on any road and the efforts made by
half a dozen cart men to lift it up. Something needs to be urgently done for
this. Sugar factories have come forward to contribute their share on the roads
as envisaged by the Central Government in the Second Five-Year Plan. I hope
speedy decision will be taken and substantial amounts will be earmarked from
Cane Cess for this purpose. I would suggest calling for a high level meeting of
senior representatives of all Sugar Factories to suggest and find ways and
means for speedily tackling this issue.

Gram Panchayat : The imposition of. Gram Panchayat on the rural Industries
and its attendant taxes on factory colonies where they do not give any services but
generally provide nuisance value has been opposed. Such industries have pleaded
for exemption of their areas by payment of a nominal fee so that the Panchayats
may not interfere either in the colony constructions or in the factory changes, which
is beyond their capacity. Such payment of fees should exempt industry from
payment of any other fees or duties on any other account whatever. Further, these
Panchayats are working as a damper to the colony progress in as much as better
houses attract heavier taxation of a recurrent nature, in view of the taxation based
on cost of the structure. It is only when factories are assured that giving better
amenities to their workers will not be annually taxed in the shape of Panchayat
taxes, that the colony conditions can improve. Present conditions act as a positive
disincentive for improving the quality of housing.



Progress in Care Culture:

In spite of the fact that record yields are produced in Deccan still there is
great scope for improvement in the general standard of cultivation. Personnel
factor is an important aspect in the success or otherwise of high production. 80
tons average and 95 tons of Adsali crop is a normal feature in Malinagar factory.
Similar results have not been achieved elsewhere. Efforts in Shrirampur and
Kopergaon Taluka have been made and the yields have improved considerably.
Still they are a long way from Malinagar yield. This region has its own handicaps.
Pre-monsoon cyclones seem to be the limiting factor, their occurence and intensity
or otherwise determine the fate of the crop. So the problem is to meet such
vagaries of nature. Lodging has assumed a dangerous form and it is a serious
problem as to how it can be prevented.

Efforts are being made for complete mechanisatiion of farm practices. Even
the preparation of seed beds and interculturing operations have been mechanised
but there are many practical difficulties in view of the special features of the
agricultural practices.

Lay Out : It appears that the old serpentine method of irrigation with
different compartments would soon be out of date and graded furrow layout will
take its place. There are definite indication of saving of water and efficiency in
irrigation by this method. Pit falls, however, are there, if one is not careful, viz.,
the overhead irrigation of the end portion and subsequent waste of water. For this
careful contouring is very essential.

Variety : The wonder cane of Deccan Co. 419 is still not surpassed by any
other variety. CO. 419 is a unique cane and useful under a very divergent set of
conditions. It is neither preceded nor succeeded by an equally competent cane
variety. Plea is being raised from time to time in the Conventions that the variety
is under-going deterioration. Whatever be the case, there is need for better
varieties. It is also essential that we should have early and late maturing varieties
to even out the heavy fluctuations in recovery. Reports from Padegaon indicate the
possibility that CO. 775 and CO. 740 may be the other alternative varieties and they
may prove to be the early and late maturing varieties respectively.

In some of the factories. CO. 678 has been multiplied to a large extent and
offers a substitute for CO. 419 to them, especially where CO. 419 suffers badly
from grassy growth. Similarly CO. 798 also seems to show some promise. We will
have to wait for a few more years before we can come to definite conclusions.



Technical Sub-committee:

I am glad to announce that this year we have made some headway towards
making the Technical Sub-committees more active. This year the Manufacturing
Sub-Committee was asked to collect complete and exhaustive data on the equipment
and the practices prevalent in Deccan area on different systems of pan boiling and
with a special emphasis on the production of bolder grams and its effect on steam
consumption, for which exhaustive questionnaire was drawn up. The response
received was very encouraging. This data with a general interpretation of the same
has been printed separately and will be discussed at the Symposium tomorrow for
which about an hour is alloted, I am confident that it will give rise to a very
interesting and authoritative discussion. Similarly the Engineering Sub-committee
was asked to prepare a symposium on "Steam balancing in the sugar factory" as it
was thought that this could be properly co-related to the subject tackled by the
Manufacturing sub-committee. I hope the Sub-committee will make more progress
in the future. Task was given to the Agricultural Sub-committee to decide upon the
experiments that are to be conducted simultaneously at all the sugar factories. so as
to get representative results under different soil and climatic conditions all over the
State . As, however, the decision taken was rather late no work has been done but
I hope that recommendations would be made by the Sub-Committee well in advance
for the experiments to be made in the next Adsali plantation in June-July 1958.

Papers :

This year 30 papers are presented for discussion. It is gratifying to note that
in response to my request last year there are more papers on non-agricultural
subjects this year. Two important subjects like "Steam Economy" and "Losses
from cane to Crystal" from the subject matter of two papers. Observations on the
working of Cell-less Vacuum Filter are important. Different aspects of sugarcane
cultivation are studied and definite solutions to some problems are presented in
Papers on Agriculture. In Cane Soil Study "Assessing the fertility of soil by
colours" is noteworthy. The cane culture technicians have tried to find solution
for the problem of loading. Due importance is given to the SUbject of manuring
and 7 papers are given on this single subject. A positive way to avoid wastage of
water by night irrigation is shown by storing water at night in storage tanks.
Under Cane Pathology very detailed study of grassy growth is an important
article. It is for the first time that studies about spraying for recovery are
presented and this will give very interesting discussion. Amongst the articles on
general subject synthetic came preparation and idea of replacing our usual
manures by manure prepared from waste are thought provoking. In general the
papers are well studied and very interesting.



Prizes :

I regret to note that no competitor has succeeded in gelling the Prize for Prize
plots this year. A Prize of Rs, 1,0001- was other for an average yield of 12 tons sugar
per acre on a 10 acre plot. As against this the maximum any competition has been
able to give is 9.30, practically 75%.

My last year's remark that only a few factories have lately taken part in the
competition holds good even this year. I wish more encouragement is given to the
Technical Staff of the factories to participate in this competition. This year the
terms of the prize have been liberalised to give the incentive to the competitors.
In the third Council meeting we have taken a decision that in case nobody becomes
eligible to get the prize in a particular year a consolation prize shall be given to the
person producing maximum, subject to a minimum of I I tons sugar per acre.

This year Dr. Shirgaonkar's prize goes to Shri H. P. Mutha for his paper
entitled "Optimum Indices". I offer him my hearty congratulations.

Thanks :

On behalf of myself, the Members of the Council as well as the Members of
the Association I give my heartiest thanks to our Chief Guest who in spite of his
various pressing commitments has specially come over here to inaugurate this
Convention. Let me thank you one and all for having kindly accepted our invitation
and graced this occasion. Our thanks are due to the Law College authorities for
having so kindly placed the premises at our disposal for the purpose of this
Convention . I also express our thanks to the Judges for Dr. Sirgaonkar Memorial
Prize for having so kindly taken pains to scrutinise the papers of the last Convention
and submit their opinion.

I also thank the Members of the Council of the Association for the
cooperation and help they gave me last year in the discharge of my duties as the
President. 1 would also thank Shri M. Y. Karve for ably conducting the affairs of
the Association as its Secretary and also Shri Athawale, the Treasurer for maintaining
the accounts of the Association and preparing and presenting the Association's
Budger papers. On behalf of the members of the Association I wish to place on
record our thanks to the various authors who have contributed their papers to this
Convention. Last but not the least I must thank Shri K. P. Deshmukh who, as in the
past, has very willingly accepted to be the Joint Secretary of the Association and
to him we are indebted for the necessary preparations and arrangements made for
this Convention over here.

JAI HIND
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